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(Ludwell MS.) 



This Indenture* made the * * day of* * between the Hon"" 
Robt. Dinwiddie, Esqr., Lieutenant Governour and Commander 
in Chief of Virginia on the one Part, & Phillip Ludwell, Esqr. , on 
the other Part, witnesseth: that whereas ye Treasurer and Com- 
pany of Adventurers & Planters of the city of London for the 
first colony of Virginia, by their comission to Capt. George 
Yardly, chief Governour of Virginia, & to the Council of state 
there coming or to be directed, bearing date the 18th day of 
Nov. in the year 1618, did require the s 11 Governour & Councill 
to cause to be laid and sett out 3,000 acres of land in the best 
and most convenient place of the Territory of James Town in 
Virginia, and near adjoining to the s* Town, to be ye Seat and 
Land of the Governour of Virginia for the time being and his 
Successors, and to be called by the Name of the Governour's 
Land, w ch governour's Land was to be of the freed grounds by 
the Common Labour of the People sent thither at the charges of 
the s d Company; and of the Land & formerly conquered or pur- 
chased from the Paspehais & of the Grounds next adjoining, 
which s'd Land afterwards, viz: on or about the year 1625, was 
laid out and surveyed by Wm. Clayborn, Esqr., then Surveyor 
General of Virginia. 

Now the s'd Robt. Dinwiddie, Esqr., Lieut. Gov. & Com. in 
Ch'f of Virginia, as hath been done afore time, as well for and 
in consideration of the Rents herein after reserved as also for 
divers other good & valuable causes & Considerations thereunto 
moving, hath demised, granted and to Farm letten, and by these 
presents for himself and his Successors, Governours of Virginia, 
doth demise, grant & to farm lett unto the s'd Ludwell, his 



* Additional information as to this land will be found in Abstracts of 
Proceedings of the Virginia Company of London, Virginia Historical 
Society Collections, and in Bruce's Economic History of Virginia, Chap- 
ter VIII. The indenture printed is from the Ludwell MSS. 
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Heirs, Executors, Administrators & assigners, all that Tract or 
Parcel of Land late in ye Tenue & Occupation of Thomas 
Hughes, Robert Wooden, James Dod and Samuel Jackson, 
being parts of the said Tract of Governour's Land, which s'd 
several Tracts or Parcels of Land are bounded as followeth, 
namely: those lately in ye Tenue of Thomas Hughes, Robt. 
Woodin, lying together deviding the Governour's Land and the 
Land of ye S d Ludwell at Green Spring — Hughes by a line be- 
ginning on Powatan Swamp at the mouth of a Branch thereof 
called ye Green Swamp & running up the s d Branch to a marked 
white Oake near an old Ditch; thence S. 72^, W. 76 chains; 
thence S. 81, W. 76^ chains to the Main Road up the County 
from James Town ; thence cross the s d Road into ye Head of a 
Branch of ye Creek comonly called the great Creeke, at a black 
gum. From thence along an old Ditch & Line deviding theirs 
from the Tenements now in the Tenure of Thos. Hornsby to the 
Bank of James River; thence along and down the s'd River to 
the mouth of a small Branch deviding this from the Tenement 
in the Tenure of Wm. Drumond at a place called Mercer's 
Landing; thence up ye s d Branch to a 'Line of marked Trees; 
thence northeasterly along ye s'd line to a corner formerly of this 
& Woodin afores'd; thence Northwesterly to a Corner at the 
Road leading from Chickahominy to James Town and near the 
place where the s'd Thomas Hughes formerly lived; thence 
Easterly along a line of Marked Trees dividing this & the s'd 
Drummond and also the Tenement now held by Leonard Keeling, 
formerly ye Mansion House of ye Governour unto the head of the 
afores'd green swamp, alias Mat Moor's Swamp, and so down ye 
watercourse of ye s'd Swamp to the Beginning, containing 675 
Acres. Also the Tenements late in the Tenure and Occupation of 
James Dod & Samuel Jackson, lying together inclusively as fol- 
lows, viz: Beginning on Powhatan Swamp near the church lately 
erected and running thence South Westerwardly to the great 
Road leading from new Bridge to Chickahominy Ferry; thence 
along ye s'd Road untill it joins another Road leading to Pow- 
hatan Mill, and thence along that Mill Road to a line of Marked 
Trees dividing this which was formerly Dod's from ye Tenement 
now held by Leonard Keeling afores'd; thence along the s'd 
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Line westwardly to a Corner common to this and ye s'd Keel- 
ing' s and another Tenement now held by George Jude; thence 
North Easterly along a line of marked Trees dividing this form- 
erly Jack Jones' afores'd from ye s' 1 Jude to the Head of a 
Branch, near ye Road leading from W°"burgh to Chickahominy 
ferry, and thence down ye s'd Branch and crossing ye s'd Wil- 
liamsburgh Road near the place where ye s'd Saml. Jackson 
lately lived, into the green Swamp and down the same into Pow- 
hatan Swamp & Mill Pond, & down the same to the Mill and 
from thence down ye s'd Powhatan Swamp, following the courses 
thereof to the Beginning, including the two Tenements lately 
held as afores'd by James Dod & Samuel Jackson, and contain- 
ing 250 Acres: To have and to hold the s'd Land & Tenements 
and every Part & Parcel thereof together with all Houses, ways, 
woods, waters, water-courses, casements and all other implements 
and appurtenances whatever on the same, being or to be of the 
Date of these Presents for & during & unto the full end & term 
of Ninety nine years from thence next ensuing and fully to be 
compleated and ended: Yielding & paying thereof yearly & 
every year at the Governour's House in the city of W°"burgh 
the Rent of 37 Barrels of Indian Corn upon the feast of the 
Nativity of our Lord Christ, the first payment to be made on the 
s 4 feast day next ensuing the Day of the Date hereof. And if 
the s d Rent of 37 Barrels of Indian Corn of any Part or Parcel 
thereof shall be behind & unpaid by the space of 20 Daies next 
after the s'd feast or Day of payment on w oh ye same ought to 
be paid as aforesaid, the same being lawfully demanded and no 
sufficient distress or distresses in or upon ye Premises can or may 
be found whereby the same may be levied, that then and from 
thence forth it shall & may be lawfull to and for ye s d Robert 
Dinwiddie, Esq., & his Successors for ye Time being Governour 
of Virg* as afores'd, into the s'd Lands & Tenements & Prem- 
ises hereby demised with the Appurtenances, to reenter & ye 
same to have again, repossess & enjoy as in his or their former 
Estate & Right as if this Lease had never been made; anything 
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

And the s" Phillip Ludwell for himself his heirs, Executors, 
Administrators and assigns doth covenant promise & agree to & 
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with the sd. Robert Dinwiddie, Esqr. & his Successors, Gov" of 
Virginia for ye time being, y' he ye s'd Ludwell his Heirs, &c. , 
shall & will well truly pay or cause to be payed unto the sd. 
Robert Dinwiddie, Esq r , Governour of Virginia & his Successors, 
the sd. yearly Rent of 37 Barrels of Indian Corn at the Gover- 
nours House in the city of W°"burgh aforesd ; reserved to be paid, 
and at the time of the feast of the Nativity as aforesaid without 
any charge defalcation or abatement, according to the true intent 
and meaning of these Presents; and at the Expiration or other 
determination of ye s d Term of ye Lands & Tenements together 
with this Lease shall & will quietly & peaceably have & yield up. 

And the s d Robt. Dinwiddie, Esq., Lieutenant Gov r & Com- 
mander in Chief of Virginia, for himself & his Successors, Gover- 
nours of Virginia, doth covenant & grant to & with the sd. Phi: 
Ludwell his Heirs, Executors, Administrators & Assigns by the 
Presents that (by and under the yearly Rent before herein men- 
tioned & reserved) he the sd. Ph. Ludwell his Heirs &c, shall 
& may quietly and peaceably have, hold, occupy, possess & enjoy 
the sd. hereby demised Lands and Premises and every Part & 
Parcel thereof, with the appurtenances except as before excepted, 
for & during the sd. Term hereby granted without any interrup- 
tion or denial of him the sd. Robert Dinwiddie, Esq r , or his 
Successors, or of any other Person or persons whatsoever claim- 
ing or to claim any Right, Title or Interest from by or under 
him, them or any or either of them. 

Witnesses thereof &c. 



